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Note: This document is a work in progress. Parts II and III, in
particular, are in need of further development, and we invite
the submission of additional learning experiences and local
performance tasks for these sections. Inquiries regarding
submission of materials should be directed to: The Social
Studies Resource Guide, Room 681 EBA, New York State
Education Department, Albany, NY 12234 (tel. 518-474-5922).

http://www.nysed.gov
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The project is an interactive project for-

mat using historical maps, photos, data,

and first person accounts of historical

events, periods or social studies concepts. It

was developed to help teach students World

C O M M E N C E M E N T

▲ involvement in foreign
affairs

▲ values and foreign policies

▲ analyze historic events
around world

▲ patterns/relationships/inter-
actions

▲ analyze changing/compet-
ing interpretations

▲ analyze evidence critically
▲ investigate key events/turn-

ing points
▲ roles/contributions of indi-

viduals/groups
▲ norms and values of

Western/other cultures
▲ identify historical problems
▲ interpret/analyze docu-

ments/artifacts

▲ forces influence division
and control of Earth’s sur-
face

▲ technological change
affects people, places, and
regions
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Grade 10

NOTE: Students often ignore the
power of smell when they
“enter” the poster/placard.



War I, with depth and emotional attachment to the topic. This activity was designed to help stu-

dents utilize a variety of first person print and text-based documents.

Learning Experiences 3



4 Social Studies



Learning Experiences 5

The teacher:
• prepares subject posters/placards

• creates or copies a basic historical paragraph  which discusses the topic to which the pic-
tures belong

• includes a first person description and/or quote of the chosen event

• highlights key words from captions and paragraphs for students to define.

The students:
• work in groups on each poster or placard for 15-20 minutes

• rotate to the next poster or placard in a series.

Brainstorm: students “enter” the picture and describe what they would see, hear, smell, and feel
physically and emotionally. Answers/ideas are nouns or adjectives to be used later in writing
assignments.
Notes: students take relevant notes.
Definitions: students copy highlighted words from each poster/placard and look up appropri-
ate definition in dictionary or textbook glossary. 
Summary: students write 4-5 sentences in their own words about what they learned from each
poster/placard that they had not known before.
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Learning Experiences 7

ASSESSMENT
a) Teacher circulates from group to group providing encouragement and suggestions. During

this time, review the brainstormed information the students have written for each topic.
b) At the end of each class ask one student from each group to summarize what the group has

learned from the poster/placard.
c) Alternatives:

■ Students might wish to perform a skit, interview, video newscast, role play, design a
propaganda poster, or do another first person style assessment project.

■ Students may wish to create their own original “topic card” on a subject of special inter-
est to them.

Assessment
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REFLECTION
Although the subject presented here is the First World War, the format of this project can be
applied to a variety of subjects and historical concepts.  Subjects which are emotional or contro-
versial seem to hold student attention and produce the best projects. 


